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MEMORANDUM 2007-02 
TO: All Providers 
 
FROM: LaDean Morford, R.N., M.S. 
          Immunization Program Coordinator 
 
DATE: February 23, 2007 
 
RE: Varicella requirement for kindergarten entry, resignation 
 
 
As you are aware, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices now recommends 
a 2-dose Varicella vaccination series.  The first immunization should be given at 12 – 15 
months of age, and the second dose should be given at 4 – 6 years of age.  Due to this 
recommended change, two doses of Varicella or history of disease will be required for 
kindergarten entry beginning this fall with the 2007-2008 school year.   
 
Since many parents don’t vaccinate their children for Varicella until school entry, you 
may see an influx of children who require the Varicella series.  Please remember that a 
minimum interval of 3 months should be maintained between the first and second dose 
of Varicella vaccine.   
 
The Department of Health offers Varicella vaccine free of charge to 12 to 15 month old 
children and 4 to 6 year olds.  You may continue to charge an administration fee of not 
more than $13.56 per immunization. 
 
I also wanted to take this opportunity to inform you that I have tendered my resignation 
as the South Dakota Immunization Program Coordinator effective March 6th.  It has been 
my pleasure to work with all of you, and I truly appreciate all that you do!   
 
Until a new Coordinator is hired, please use the following contact information for the 
South Dakota Immunization Program: 
 Community Education Coordinator (Jean Salonen): 605-773-2664 
 Registry Coordinator (Tammy LeBeau): 605-773-4783 
 Vaccine Clerk (Lori King): 605-773-4963 
 Administrator Office of Disease Prevention (Bonnie Jameson): 605-773-3917 
 
Thank you for all you do to protect South Dakota kids! 


